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Deep Dirt Institute
Deep Dirt is a Permaculture Training Institute that uses 
hands-on demonstration and inspirational education to 
empower individuals and their communities to restore 
the land, restore themselves, and reimagine the future.

Our campus is located on Deep Dirt Farm, a 34-acre 
site near Patagonia, Arizona. This region is one of the 
most biologically diverse areas on the planet: the Sky 
Islands region of Southwest Arizona.

Kate Tirion

Kate Tirion, Founder and Program Director of Deep Dirt 
Institute grew up on a 11th Century Amish-style 
(pre-industrial) farm and flour mill in(pre-industrial) farm and flour mill in West Wales. Her father 
taught agriculture practicum, her mother was a naturalist with a 
passion for fungi. Every day was an opportunity to learn. "I 
grew up with livestock, arable crops, beekeeping, orchards, 
wine making, beer brewing and a million other things. 
Everything we ate was made from scratch, much of it produced 
on ours and neighbor’s farms", says Kate. "I studied 
agricultural biology in high school, and was aagricultural biology in high school, and was a Young Farmer 
(UK’s 4-H) for four years.”
 
Kate attended the Center for AgroEcology and Sustainable Food 

Systems at the University of California at Santa Cruz where she was certified in Eco-Horticulture, the 
gold standard for organic food production in the United States. Today Kate is a renowned 
permaculturist with over 24 years of experience in permaculture design and teaching.



Programs

Arid Lands Permaculture Training
Meet Alejandra Garcia. After spending a day learning 
permaculture design at Deep Dirt, she said: (translated 
from Spanish) “I helped put up posts for a fence that 
will help keep deer and wild boar from destroying the 
plants. It was not an easy job, but at the end it was quite 
satisfying to see that with a little effort you can achieve 
what you set out to do.”  Alejandra is from Hermosillo, 
Mexico, and she aspires to transform her city into a Mexico, and she aspires to transform her city into a 
better place. Our permaculture workshops and future 
online classes will allow people like Alejandra to learn 
how to grow food, compost, design a permaculture site, 
build an adobe tiny house, build rock structures that 
restore arid lands, and more.

Youth Empowerment Program
Meet Chris Tse. “As someone who has brought multiple youth 
groups to Deep Dirt, I’ve seen the visceral impact of what 
getting your hands dirty and connecting with the earth in a 
restorative way does for young people.restorative way does for young people. They are passionate about 
wanting to make a difference in the world, but they don’t know 
where to start. There’s something magnetic about Deep Dirt, a slice 
in the desert carved out to contribute to the global community, 
where young people realize they can make a difference at home.” 
Through our partnerships with schools, universities, summer
 programs, and youth groups, young people bring home land 
restoration skills and the sense of empowerment they need to take restoration skills and the sense of empowerment they need to take 
action.



Meet Cynthia Bower, a Women Grow Food member. “Small, 
purposeful communities will be essential for our future 
survival. Working with Women Grow Food provides that for 
me. There I find grace, joy, and sanctity from our 
increasingly dysfunctional world.” Every Friday morning, a 
group of lively, fun and dedicated women gather to learn 
how to grow food in the desert using permaculture 
techniques.techniques. They then get to take home a share of the day’s 
seasonal harvest. This nurturing space allows women to gain 
confidence in their food-growing and leadership skills.

Women Grow Food

Kids Can Grow Program with the Patagonia Youth Enrichment 
Meet Mackenzie Martin, our intern. Mackenzie is building 
relationships with the kids at our local youth center, exploring a 
partnership that will bring kids to our farm to learn how to 
grow food and then cook what they grow at the youth center’s 
commercial kitchen. With Mackenzie and Kate Tirion’s 
guidance, the youth will also create a garden at the youth guidance, the youth will also create a garden at the youth 
center to sustain the current Kids Can Cook culinary 
program. In Patagonia, 24% of the population lives at or 
below Federal poverty level, and about 80% of school 
children qualify for free or reduced-price lunches. 

This experience will allow local kids to connect healthy 
ecosystems to healthy bodies and get the nutrition every kid deserves.

Permaculture in Action Apprenticeship

Meet Chappell Bauknight. “Little did I know at this point 
that what I was getting myself into was the most influential 
experience of my life… I could go on and on about the 
things that I learned this summer from Kate and her 
colleagues, but such a task would require the writing of a colleagues, but such a task would require the writing of a 
book.” Through our highly immersive, hands-on, residential 
apprenticeship Chappell learned how to increase watershed 
and habitat restoration while caring for the ducks, irrigation, 
garden and orchard. Our apprenticeship program helps 
people like Chappell become the next generation of 
permaculture leaders. 



Our Goals for the Future

Teach more workshops in person and online through our Arids Land Permaculture 
Training Program.

Build Online Video Courses for Sustainable Living with Permaculture

Teach and inspire hundreds of high school and university groups through our 
hands-on Youth Empowerment Program

Host more inspired young people through our Permaculture in Action Apprenticeship

Continue teaching women sustainable farming through Women Grow Food Program

Why we need your support

What can you do in the midst of this massive shift in our climate? We believe that change starts with 
one person at a time. You can help give people the tools they need to regenerate the land and reverse 
the climate crisis.   
 

Current and Past Donors
Biophilia Fundation
Borderlands Restoration Network
Virginia Wellington Cabot Foundation

WhyHunger

US Geological Survey
Somos La Semilla

Types of support
Monthly and Annual Giving
Large Gifts

Legacy Giving
Grants

Deep Dirt Institute is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit # 82-1550846 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 765, Patagonia, AZ 85624

www.deepdirtinstitute.org/helpusgrow
Fundraising Goal: $125,000





www.deepdirtinstitute.org
For more infomation, contact:

info@deepdirtinstitute.org or (520) 222-9942
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